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HERStory: Making Invisible Women Visible
Research notes

	Group Number and Researcher Name: Team 4- Ruth Spindlow

	Name of Research Focus: Sarah Smithson.

	Date of Birth: 1845.
	Date of Death: 1928.

	Main Reason to Research: The localised impact the academic women of York had on the wider move towards Women’s suffrage.

	Are there any other connections to key geographical locations or people?
Joseph Rowntree, Ann Swaine, Petergate, Heworth, Sheriff Hutton, Kirkbymoorside, Clifton.

	Key Words: Liberalism, Suffrage, Women’s Liberal Associations, Higher Education.

	What have you found out?

	 [Summary of your research]
· Sarah Smithson was born Sarah Kay in 1845.[footnoteRef:0] Her father was a magistrate/ member of the local council and her mother didn't work. In the 1851 Census, Sarah is 6 years old, and living at the family home in Nawton, West of Kirkbymoorside. The family appears very wealthy, they have 5 servants including a groom, a dairymaid, a nurse, a cook and a housemaid. (figure 1.) [0:  She was the only child of William of Sarah Kay, her father on various official documents has been listed as a magistrate, a clergyman and an “incumbent of Kirkdale,” a vale of Yorkshire. Her mother appears never to have been employed which is also indicative of the family’s social standing. ] 

· By the 1861 census, Sarah had already left the family home. She is boarding at a school located in “Clifton.”[footnoteRef:1] All the students recorded are girls, and the school is run by the Husband sisters. (figure 2.) [1:   We may assume this to be the Mount School, or a former actualisation of the now St. Peter’s School. ] 

· Sarah went on to marry Edward Smithson of St. Paul’s district of York on August 4th 1869, in Sheriff Hutton. Edward was a solicitor, living in York, and 26 years old, a year older than Sarah.[footnoteRef:2] (figure 3.) [2:  We are not sure of where they lived once they were married however we could assume they moved into the city of york away from Sarah’s more rural upbringing.] 

· 12 years later the 1881 census stated that Edward and Sarah were lodgers for a widow Jane Owston, on Petergate, in York. At this point it becomes clear the couple were living without children, focusing on their respective careers. (figure 4.)
· It was around this time that Sarah’s political career was in full swing. Sarah Smithson belonged to the middle-upper classes of York who helped propel the cause of Women’s Suffrage through political connections and their education status. 
· The first public record of this career was in 1877,  when The Yorkshire Gazette newspaper reported of five awards handed out to women by the Cobden Club, a London based academic “gentlemen’s club” in recognition of the most successful students of political economy in connection with the Cambridge University wider lecture syndicate, Sarah Smithson was one of these women.[footnoteRef:3] (figure 5.) [3:   It is unclear if Sarah had any formal higher education however she was highly capable and was also an advocate for girls in higher education which may suggest she benefited from it.
] 

·  Edward held a prestigious position within the York Committee of the Cambridge local lecture scheme, Sarah began lecturing within the scheme and took “Class 1: Political Economy.” [footnoteRef:4] [4:   Elizabeth Crawford, “The Women’s Suffrage Movement in Britain and Ireland: A Regional Survey.” (London: Routledge, 2013).] 

· Sarah was secretary of the York Women’s Liberal Association, and Worked for the Ladies Education Committee, as secretary for the “Ladies lectures,” a group that pioneered the education of adult women who had otherwise lost out on the opportunities of higher education. (figure 6.)
· In October 1885 Smithson attended the National Liberal Federation meeting as a delegate of the York Women’s Liberal Association. And, in the course of the general election of the  Autumn of 1885 Sarah campaigned in York for the election of Liberal MPs and held 9 meetings in support of them.[footnoteRef:5] [5:   Elizabeth Crawford, “The Women’s Suffrage Movement in Britain and Ireland: A Regional Survey.” (London: Routledge, 2013).] 

· Alongside her husband, and Joseph Rowntree, Smithson petitioned for education rates in schools to be lowered, as well as against the domination of the church over education. She became a notable member of York high society, often reported as in attendance of various liberal meetings and events, in the company of J. S. Rowntree. (figure 7.) 
· In 1889 the York Women’s Suffrage Society was founded and the political activity of the WLA can be considered a spring board for this.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ibid.] 

· November 1889 the York Herald reported that Sarah Smithson had travelled to Darlington to speak at a conference of the Northern Women’s Liberal Associations of Northumberland and Yorkshire. She delivered a reading of a paper she had written on the need for solidarity/ allyship between Women’s and Men’s Liberal Associations. She addressed the need to promote local politics, and not simply focus on “Women’s questions.” She wanted to promote the ideal of men and women canvassing, on the local stage, side by side.(figure 8.)
· By the 1891 Census, Sarah and Edward Smithson are recorded as living in Heworth. Aged 48 and 46 Edward is recorded as being a retired solicitor and Sarah “living by her own means,” likely earning some money through her academic/ political career. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  The couple have 3 female servants, a cook, a parlourmaid, and a housemaid, indication of their wealth. There is still no evidence the couple have any children. 1894 03 March, York Herald report of a York Women’s Liberal Association whereby the “Question of Women’s Suffrage” was addressed. This demonstrates the longevity of Smithson’s dedication to the cause which lasted throughout her adult life.
] 

· The couple’s death certificates suggest they had moved to Hitchin in Hertfordshire,and were living at 42 Tilehouse-street near London. It seems Edward died in 1920, with Sarah dying 8 years later. Sarah’s will leaves £28,977 to its benefactors which demonstrates her wealth. Edward’s will however left £40,010 to both a Sir and a Reverend, as well as Sarah as its benefactors.[footnoteRef:8] (figure 9.)  [8:   This is a final testimony to the social standing maintained by Sarah throughout her life and perpetuated by the couple together.] 














	Why is this interesting and what impact have they had?

	[What is it about their life that is interesting to you]
· The link between liberalism and the British suffrage movement is well documented and it is interesting to closely look at the women involved in this.
· It is evident that, whilst other Northern cities such as Manchester and Leeds developed their women’s liberal movements out of working class backgrounds, such as trade unionism or the mobilisation of working women in factories for example. York’s contribution to national suffrage is distinctively different. Whilst working class women existed in York, the bulk of the political activism was achieved largely through the academic work of intellectual women. This made the politics less violent and somewhat less radical.
·  If we are to narrowly look at just the experience of Sarah Smithson we can consider and understand how class develops political ideals and tactics. Smithson is typical of an upper-class educated woman who chose the route of liberalism, perhaps inspired by the work of John Stuart Mill or George Bernard Shaw, with the ideal of achieving a manageable form of feminism. What is perhaps most striking about this approach is that it did not see men as an enemy, and worked in very close collaboration with Liberal male politicians and would sometimes place in higher regard more general Liberal aims which they considered would benefit “all” above women’s issues which may have only benefited women.
· In regards to the context of York, Smithson is somewhat easy to miss, her name does not appear on the 1866 suffrage petition to Parliament, despite working in similar circles to other women whose names did, such as Ann Swaine.
· Her life interested me as her beliefs were unchanging over a long political career in the local public eye. Her beliefs were very typical of many changes in the British political climate. Furthermore, her personal life appears to demonstrate an equality between her and her husband, a dedication to her work without children or submitting to traditional female roles. She helps us to colour the political atmosphere of York at the time as well as demonstrating the daily lives/ duties of those involved in the social elite of the city.

	Are there opportunities for follow up research?

	[If you had more time or resources, where would you go to next]
· With further resources and research time it would be interesting to try and uncover any firsthand information of Smithson’s politics, transcripts of speeches, or any academic papers linked to her work with the Cambridge lecture circuit could prove to be very interesting reading.
· Despite regular references in local newspapers it was difficult to obtain a photograph of Sarah which I believe is likely to have existed and could possibly be traced.


	In your research have you discovered any connection to the Castle Museum collections/sites

	· YORCM : 1946.7, a Suffrage poster from 1900.
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1851 England, Wales & Scotland, Helmsley, Yorkshire & Yorkshire (North Riding.) Sarah Kay is the only child of William and Anne Kay. Source https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBC/1851/0015646759&expand=true 
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1861 England, Wales & Scotland Census. Clifton, York, Yorkshire. Sarah Kay is listed as a student at a boarding school. Source: https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBC/1861/0018333265&expand=true.
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A copy of the marriage certificate of Edward and Sarah Smithson, from Yorkshire Marriages Records, who married August 4th 1869 in Sheriff Hutton Church, Yorkshire. Source https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBPRS%2FYORKSHIRE%2FMAR%2F301437224%2F1 
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1881 England, Wales & Scotland Census. Sarah and Edward live as lodgers in Petergate, York. Source https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBC%2F1881%2F0022073544 
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Yorkshire Gazette article 15th December 1877 detailing the Political Economy Prize awarded by the Cobden Club to Sarah Smithson. Source British Newspaper Archive, https://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000266%2f18771215%2f141&stringtohighlight=sarah%20smithson 
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York Herald 20th January 1875. Sarah Smithson writes to the editor of the York Herald and is titled “The secretary of Ladies’ Lectures.” Source https://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000499%2f18750120%2f032&stringtohighlight=sarah%20smithson 
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York Herald 24th October 1889. There is detailed a “memorial” signed by local “well-known friends of unsectarian education” regarding the role of the church in schooling. Sarah Smithson’s name appears alongside Joseph Rowntree’s. Source https://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000499%2f18891024%2f005&stringtohighlight=sarah%20smithson 
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The York Herald 23rd November 1889, it is reported that Smithson travelled to Darlington to speak at the Northern Women’s Liberal Associations Conference. Source https://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000499%2f18891123%2f094&stringtohighlight=northern%20womens%20liberal%20association 
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England & Wales Government Probate Death Index 1858- 2019, lists the details of Sarah Smithson’s will, where she died and when. Source https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=GBOR%2FGOVPROBATE%2FC%2F1928-1928%2F00087174 
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SMITHSON George of 8 Vincent-street Seaham Harbour county SMURTHWAITE Kate of Lyon-street Bognor Sussex (wife of John

Durham died 12 November 1928 Probate Durham 31 December Edward Smurthwaite) died 1 Februa
to Alexander :Chambers licensed victualler Robert Smithson 8 March to the said j)ohn Edward Sgulrtglzl?v;rtzboaitleaﬁl':;e:o::;
machinist and Edward Smithson painter. merchant. Effects {792 14s. 10d.

Effects £1366 17s.

: " " SMURTH i .
SMITHSON John of Gy Seamer-road Scarborough died 28 March ' Giid 3¢ Angues cout Ss Corcarside Jatetey Surray sptiter
1928 at the Stamford House Nursing Home Westwood Scar- __ Yorkshire Probate London 25 November 3 Hida Mommors
borough Probate Wakefield 30 June to Emma Smithson q Smurthwaite spinster and the reverend Norton Geoy Lag o
widow Frank Smithson publican and Annie Smithson spmsterdt clerk. . Effects £2511 0s. 7d. eorge Lawson
Effects £7418 8s. 6d. - 7d.

SMITHSON John Thomas of g Dial-street Leeds died 30 July 1927 "’"’E.e’;“; ‘;’dlé":';wegz"sf & plogiaiens Crouch gﬂ Middlesex
- ans Hertfordshiré Probate

Probate London 3 January to Annie Barwick widow and John E €
[ é{ William Andrews mechanic. Effects £1958 8s. 1d. JO%Jkondon 3 May to Eva Beatrice Smye widow.
Effects £1081 3s. 6d.

SMITHSON Mary Ann of 6 Talbot Almshouses Kinson Dorsetshire )
3 widow died 16 June 1928 Probate Londof 18 July to Ernest smt;sj‘i‘gm?:i:g;f:nzﬁﬁﬂff?iﬁm@f Deblln dicd 6 May
q/ Walter Price grocer: Effects £132 4s. 10d. " widow and the reverend canoa Wilhsal:: Smyly clerk. yly
Effects £1357 8s. in England.

S8MITHSON Nancy of 49 Old Bank-road Mirfield Yorkshiré widow

97died 9 May 1928 Probate Landon 21 June to Clifiord Smithson .
[ il worker.  Effects £08 4s. 3d. SMYRK William Adolphus of The Moorings Arnison-foad East

- Molesey Surrey died 13 May 1928 Administration (with Will)
”’ 75’Lonlor_| 28 August to William Francis Smyrk and Charles
SMITHSON Richard of 56 Church-street Kingston-upon-Hull> Frederick Smyrk builders. Effects £11498 165. 3d.
died 18 October 1927 Administration (with Will) York 1 Decem-
ber to John Harold Payne law student and Harold Nunns .
solicitor’s clerk. Effects £1283 4s: 8d. SMYRKE Wyat of 8 Sidecliff Sunderland died 25 July 1928 Probate
R Durham 2 November to Sarah Jane Smyrke widow.
Effects £2761 19s. 1d.
SMITHSON Sarah of 42 Tilehouse-street Hitchin Hertfordshire
é widow died 7 January 1928 Px:?b'ate I(.ondon 20 March to
Barclays Bank Limited and Mary Tenney (wifeof John Tenney). $MYTH Bernard of 34 Northampton-road Clerkenwell Middfe:
25 Effects £28977 11s. 2d. died 20 October 1928 at Highgpate Tiifirmary Islington l\:‘:’!id‘l:
sex Administration London 21 November to Fredefick Smyth
SMITHSON Sarah of 21 Hayhurst-street Clitheroe Lancashire widow blocker. - Effects £176 7s. 4d. i
died 24 June 1928 at {;3 Boltosn-mgd Blackfbum Probate
London 14 August to William Smithson confectioner and . . e
/é ot ]“mef‘]’;ackho“se it 8MYTH Cecil Emnest of Headborough Tallow county Waterford
died 19 August I927 at 57 MancheSter-strect Marylebone

Eftects (124 2380 Middlesex Administration London 20 January to Robert
Riversdale Smyth retired colonel.
SMITHSON William of 78 Upper-road Batley Carr Dewsbury ~ Effects £9870 16s. 6d.

Yorkshire died 2z December 1927 Probate Wakefield 27 Feb-
ruary to Leonard Waterliouse verger. Effects {243 18s.
SMYTH crmjles Alexasnder of 23 Gerard-road Wailasey Cheshire
. died 22 June 1928 at Edgwater New Jersey U.S.A. Adminis-
SMITHURST Richard of 20 Harold-road Sheffield died 15 December tration (with Will) Liverpool 29 vl il Smyth
1927 Probate London 10 May to Charlotte Smithurst widow widow. Effects £311 7s. 1d.
{Ot63 and Walter Boulton Siddons solicitor.
Effects £1448 175: 9d.
SMYTH Edwérd Webers of 6 and 7 St. Stephen’s Green Dublin
; i f Cuil Min Sydney-avenue Blackrock county Dublin
SMITS Francis of Whaley Balk Moorends Doncaster died 13 June and o ydney-av y i
1028 Administration London 25 August to Joanna Willemina died 23 May 1928 at Cuil Min Probate London zo August to
Smits widow. Effects. £976 165. 3d. 7 Elizabeth Anna Smyth widow and Weber Smyth director.
. & " Effects £44335 4s. 8d. in England.
Resworn £44750 17s.

SMITTEN Sarah Ann of 31c George-street Parade Birmingham
widow died 28 May 1928 at Erdington House Bifmingham . . .
Probate Birmingham 17 August to Eveline Annie Matilda SMYTH Elizabeth Ann of 69 Ensbury Park-foad Moordown
Ashby widow. Effects £197 75. 3d. Bournemouth spinster died 12 November 1928 Administration
London 20 December to Ellen Fulford widow.
) Effects £131 175.
SMOOTHY Emma of Weir Pond-road Rochford Essex widow died =
11 November 1928 at Rochford Institution Essex Probate
’L}S’W’I‘o“m 28 December to Harry William Smoothy engineer. §MyTH Elizabeth Lock of The Ebberley Lawn Nursing Home
Effects £178 7s. Barnstaple Devonshire widow died 22 June 1928 Probate Exeter
Iz September to Annie Blanche Verney spinster and Olive
SMORFITT Mary of The New Swan Hotel Ystalyfera Glamorgan- Eeéf;‘izlcif,m;?s I((“L"f‘* of Thomas Clemens).
shire widow died 9 February 1927 Administration Carmarthen 3 g
26 March to James Evans agricultural merchant.

Effects £376 5. Tod. SMYTH Emma of Aldeburgh Algitha-road Skegness Lincolnshire
widow died T October 128 Probate b October to
SMORTHIT Mark Newby of 3 Hessle-place Loéds died g February ~ Joseph Henry Sleight stonemason and/Frank Wood joiner.
1928 Probate Wakefield 16 March to® Harry Smorthit civil Effects £200 4s. 3d. LuNeoLN .

servant. Effects 1067 o0s. 9d.

$MOUT William James of Brook Lodge The Meadow Way Great SMYTH Emma Mﬁl;ﬂah of X Bms}sf‘iﬂlz s bgmmm-g: ll’,ark
Burstead' Essex died 24 December 1927 Probate London 11 Highgate lesex widow died 29 December 1927 Probate
t ie Smout widow: Effects £433.155. 2d: 6 London 26 January to Leonard Charles Smyth assistant

/ é[ January to Jess ) lmmager, Effects £70 175.

jamin Sil f 5 Guildhall-street Chichester
O b+ Proats Ghich vembet to SMYTH Ethel Mary of Moyheelan Willaston near Birkenhead

dicd 3 @ctober 1928 Probate Chichester 16:November tu Annie : I : hea
Sniur:: waite wid?0w Jolin Herbert Smurthwaite oil and colour (wife of James Montgomery Smyth) died 18 April 1928 Adnums—
merchant and Eric Arthur Seabrook surveyor’s- clerk, tration (with Will) (limited) Liverpool 13 June to the said James
Effects £6942 2s. Montgomery Smyth gentleman. Effects £600 4s. 10d.

381




image3.jpg
S
et

Name of Street, Place, or
Road, and Name or
No. of House

S
Name and Surname of each Person Relm.wn
who abode in the house,
on the I\lght of the 30(21 Mnrch 1851| Head of Family

S
7£ st //

Rank, I’rofession,

or
Occupation

x/é;’ /ﬂﬂé@d

Z

ér/«( ﬁi”rg(‘

<~

‘// (2L LL

/‘ —2‘/):&/
L* Dseer

Rl 2,

7

g 2Ll
7

7
Sz fope v—

/Z ///»4_}'4}‘
o _/@;f»r/}n

% t220nfl LA,

< o 1o //nm

o S

2% 2200 s

P ey

|t L TR |

o Lo

Paid //4.,/»-/,:77.”»«1« )

| Bl 2L

ks g

3 - P IRRT
e e

Vet

bt e 222

Pl

/4" //tﬂ'//’?v i

o e |

Lt

2ty g e

e

7

S %ﬁ&uﬁﬁnﬁ!

7 /{jﬂf 27

ety

U e g e o Ml
f 2 :

Ldeter

| #ll,
Zrek /

Bt

# u&_&_‘__.ﬁt_;‘_g

A

|
i

e

Total of Persons..

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

R

Loerdtn

Reference :—

'1.0.107 /237

COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH—NOT TO

E REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHIC-
LLY WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE
PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON





image1.png
York Castle Museum




